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Day 3 saw dramatic Men’s SUP and Paddleboard 20Km Long Distance Races at the 2015 ISA
World StandUp Paddle and Paddleboard Championship (WSUPPC) Presented by Hotel Kupuri.
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  Day 3 saw dramatic Men’s SUP and Paddleboard 20Km Long Distance Races at the 2015 ISAWorld StandUp Paddle and Paddleboard Championship (WSUPPC) Presented by Hotel Kupuri.  Over 65 of the world’s best SUP and Paddleboard Racers took on the exciting long distancecourse, paddling four loops with the colorful, coastal village of Sayulita, Riviera Nayarit, Mexico,in the backdrop.  
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  USA’s Danny Ching, crossing the finish line placing first and earning the Gold Medal in his ISA  debut in the SUP Long Distance Race. Photo: ISA/Bielmann  The races featured the most elite level of competition this event has witnessed. In a world-classfield of competitors from every continent, the Gold Medalists and new World Champions areUSA’s Danny Ching and Australia’s Lachie Lansdown in the SUP and Paddleboard racesrespectively.  

 3 / 10



LEGENDARY 20KM MEN’S SUP AND PADDLEBOARD LONG DISTANCE RACE IN SAYULITA, MEXICO

Written by Giuseppe
Thursday, 14 May 2015 06:47

  The Paddleboard racers line up, waiting to take on the 20 kilometer course. Photo: ISA/BrianBielmann  The SUP race was extremely close starting with 15 elite racers leading the pack for the firstthree laps. Sayulita local, Javier “Bicho” Jimenez, put on an incredible performance, as he wasable to overtake the leader, Danny Ching (USA). Jimenez gained a lead of about 100m with thehelp of a wave he caught rounding the last buoy, causing the local Mexican crowd to erupt incheers.  
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  With a heroic effort, Danny Ching, who made his first appearance in the ISA competition, brokeaway from the pack on the final lap to chase Mexico’s impressive racer. Mid-way through thefinal lap, Ching caught up to Jimenez and overcame him. With precise technical turns on thefinal buoys, the American solidified his lead as he made his way to the finish line, earning theGold Medal for USA.  “For a distance race it’s about as exciting as it gets. It’s just incredible to be here. The ISA putson an amazing event that I’ve been trying to get down to for years,” said the new Gold Medalist,Danny Ching. “Paddling for someone besides yourself is always special. Paddling to representyour country, your teammates, your friends and family back home is a big deal. You can digdeeper for this than you can for yourself.”  Jimenez raced up the beach to the cheers of the Mexican spectators and the internationalteams. Jimenez’s Silver Medal is the first for the host country in this ISA World Championship.  
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  The local spectators cheer on the racers from Mexico, who put on an incredible performance.Photo: ISA/Bielmann  “I’d like to thank the support from my town and Mexico,” praised Jimenez. “I am very happy toget second place for my country and we are going to bring it all in the Technical Race. The onlything I was thinking with Danny Ching behind me was that he is one of the strongest racers inthe world and to keep on paddling. I am happy to have finished behind him. This is one of thebest races of my life to date. I am very happy to compete against all of the best athletes in theworld.”  The third and fourth place were also highly contested and decided by less than a second.Teammates from newcomer team, Hawaii, Connor Baxter and Zane Schweitzer, overtookmultiple competitors after the final buoy turn to take the Bronze and Copper Medalsrespectively. Click here to see the full results.  The Paddleboard Long Distance Race came down to the final stretch. The pack was tight asthey fought to catch a wave into the shore. Lachie Lansdown from Australia paddled the hardestand caught a wave the rest of the pack missed, earning him the Gold Medal. The rest of themedals were decided by a sprint up the beach. USA’s Jack Bark sped ahead to win the SilverMedal and New Zealand teammates, Cory Taylor and Sam Shergold ended in a photo finish,resulting in Taylor taking the Bronze and Shergold the Silver. Click here to see the full results.  Lansdown commented, “It’s very cool to be here for the first time, representing my country. I’msuper proud to do that. It was a very cool race and venue. I am looking forward to coming backnext year. I think it’s good that all the countries are here and everyone is cheering each otheron.”  
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  Completely exhausted, (left to right) Conner Baxter (HAW), Fernando Stella (MEX),   Zane Schweitzer (HAW) and Javier Jimenez (MEX) sit together to catch their breath showing   the true spirit of sportsmanship at an ISA World Championship. Photo: ISA/Brian Bielmann  ISA President Fernando Aguerre, impressed by the action, commented, “It is truly amazing tosee how far the sport has come in just one year. This year’s level of competition at the ISAWorld Championship confirms this event as the most elite in the world. Congratulations to thewinners and best of luck to all athletes on the rest of the competition.”  On Thursday the competition continues with the Men’s and Women’s SUP Surfing Main Eventand Repechage Rounds.  Tune in to the live webcast for the fourth day of the 2015 ISA World SUP and PaddleboardChampionship Presented by Hotel Kupuri. The Morning Show hosted by Beau Hodge, featuringthe two Gold Medalist from the Women’s SUP and Paddleboard Long Distance Races, USA’sCandice Appleby and Australia’s Jordan Mercer.  Thursday, 7:40am Mexico City, Mexico Thursday, 5:40am Los Angeles, U.S.A. Thursday, 2:40pm Paris, France Thursday, 10:40pm Sydney, Australia  Watch the live webcast here –  www.ISAWSUPPC.com  

     ISA WORLD STANDUP PADDLE AND PADDLEBOARD CHAMPIONSHIP OPENIGCERIMONY           https://www.facebook.com/InternationalSurfingAssociation     https://twitter.com/ISAsurfing     https://www.youtube.com/user/ISAsurfing/     https://instagram.com/isasurfing                    
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